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"Wrecks and Shipping Disasters." It consists of fifty-three
pages, small print and double column. Therein you will find
an account of all the ships that have been wrecked in that part
of the world since the year 1622. Just to read through that
record is an experience in itself, and a very harassing one. The
few details which follow the names of the unfortunate vessels
arc sober and concise, but what stories of hardships and torture
and hairbreadth escapes they conceal if you know how to read
between the lines! Here arc a few examples:

America, cutter, from Queensland to Bampton Reef, Coral Sea.
On her return, in making Torres Strait, she was wrecked,... about
April 1839. Her crew of 5 men were lost, but one woman was
saved by the natives and lived with them until rescued by H.M.S.
Basilisf( in 1849.

Imagine a white woman living for ten years with natives of
that type!

Otter, Boston sealer, called at Port Jackson in 1796, took away
with her one of the Scottish Martyrs, Muir, and was wrecked on
the coast of British Columbia- Only Muir and 2 seamen survived,
the rest of the crew being killed by Indians.

Jenny ... left Port Jackson for Fiji for sandalwood. On 29 July,
1808, she left Fiji, leaving ashore . . . the well-known William
Lockerby and 6 seamen. Lockerby remained there nearly 2 years
before being rescued. . ..

And again:

Lady Shore, convict ship. In 1798, when bound for Sydney, was
seized by mutineers, who turned the loyal people adrift in boats.
.., The mutineers took the ship to Monte Video and gave her up
to the Spaniards, who hanged the ringleader and delivered the
others to English naval authorities. The loss of her stores occa-
sioned much distress in Sydney. . . .

Small wonder that among all these thousands of distressing
cases the most famous of all the Pacific tragedies is reduced to
a mere four lines in the encyclopaedia:

Bounty, H.M.S., under Captain Bligh. After leaving Tahiti the
crew mutinied, April 1789. Eventually the mutineers took her to
Pitcaim Island, where she was beached and burnt.